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Holy Crap! Can | offer you folks some advice? Domove out of/ in to a
new house in the Winter. For those of you whoelmévheard, | am hip-
deep in the process of moving into a new house.

That may seem like terrific news, but one thing thand I'm sure others have too) failed to remenib that in order to move
into a new house, one must also move out too!!d,Aunst to add to the lunacy, I've been helpinghbeiter half move out of her
place too! I'm so sick of cardboard boxes!!!! tRedrme just thinks | should say "to heck with mgnthge deposit”, and leave al
my old junk at the old place!!!

One aspect of the move that has been surprisiagisfgng is packing up my Model Collection. Itsp all sorts of thoughts of
building new and continuing old kits. | actuallgtga head start a few months ago and have beemmtwm up to a storage
unit closer to my new place. The one thing that tealized when packing up these little beausdhat | have way too many of
them. (Yah, | know... you can never have too many!)

I'd "thin out the herd" a bit, but the problemhst | want to build them all. Contrary to poputesief, | don't just buy kits for
the sake of having them.... | want to build thdit!a (But, unless I'm going to live to be 200don't think I'll ever get them all
done....

| will probably, eventually
have a 'fire sale' of sorts, but

not yet.... I'm not dead yet!!!
:\(/\Ilérlink)ll”Hgoopfeotrhae new year Paul Holmes Chairman
1is treating all of you as well Sean, Campbell Vlce-Chqlrman
as it is treating me. Derwin Emro Membership Guy
Micheal Tanguay Treasurer
Take Care and Happy Scott McTavish  Contest / Editor

Modeling Trevor McTavish Webmaster

Rmmc_contest@hotmail.com
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Over all it has been a lot of fun working on thieo This has involved the most extensive resivemion project on an aircraft
that | have ever attempted. | started with a ReV8B CH-53 that was almost an antique, but theepwas perfect and the bird
is so ugly it is cool.

When | got my Academy CH-53E It had some damagets pad | was sent complete trees to replace ttis fheat were
damaged. From this | was able to install the fedaastrument cluster, overhead panel, refuelirabpr and the engine exhaust
outlets. The kit came with the red circular coverplace in the exhaust and no detail. Althoughdctual exhausts are differer
between the 53E and the 53D | was able to indtalkikhaust far enough into the opening that itddike it came with the kit.
The nose was a real hassle to assemble, Acadermeengd their 53 the right way by having the whudse as a separate clear
piece. The Revell nose has all the clear windowkled in clear plastic and the rest of the argmais of the fuselage pieces. A
warning about the Revell kit, the main rotor headps onto a shaft that is trapped between thedgedialves. When it goes
"Snap!!!!" it isn't coming back off with out a laif effort and a big risk that something will breakwas lucky and was able to
remove the head form the shaft with out breakinglang but the glue seem. | sanded down the b the head snaps past, thi
allows the main rotor to be removed for transport.

| can not stress enough the importance of reseayglour subject matter, | had to accurize a cogplings on the Cobra Co.
parts that | found while staring at pictures okthelo. The mounts for the Fuel tank isn't a gimiéce as you get in the set, it
requires the removal of material about two thirtithe way back on the mount. The locations givartlie small wings on the
fuel tank aren't mounted as instructed the needaont almost flush with the rear of the tank. Samoek was needed fitting the
chin assembly to the nose. | don't know if thiswae to the fight | had with the kit or an issughwhe resin parts. | am leaning
more towards the problems being with the basellditad an extra refueling probe from my CH-53Edplace the poor quality
Revell one. The rest of the parts went on well withproblems. One issue that arose with the kitHie conversion is to do a
later version of the Pave Low Il the main rotoads are incorrect. The kit blades have squapsdnnere they should be
tapered like the blades on the CH-53E. This diffiee is due to the fact that the tapered bladesiade from carbon fiber
whereas the squared ones are all metal. If yoweathe Revell Germany CH-53G it has the correaddshape. | plan to get
one and use it to do up a USMC CH-53D. | will svtlap rotor assemblies between the two and bothnaill be accurate.

| put a primary coat of gunship grey over the whaiteraft and thet
filled any areas that needed work. | decided erttixcolour
European Scheme as opposed to the low-vis greg. Cbmversion
set came with a paint guide taken form an issueSM. |
discovered that although it looked like a good guigbne of the
patterns on the views matched up, so there was soceatve
license taken. Painting was straight forward aedtwvell. | was
so looking forward to getting the window mask diffit that still was
a ways off.

It would have been nice if the conversion set cauitle all the
aerials that are on the actual aircraft. Againghs trees from

Academy came to my rescue as there are a bunch of
antenna and aerials on the airframe that | wastable
get from that tree. | also used some form the Aoad
CH-46E extras. There is an IR Spotlight that hangs
from the chin and you get the light, but have to da
mounting bracket for it. Another thing that wotidve
been nice to get would have been a template fdr it.
used the spotlight mounting bracket that was aoledt
from the CH-46E, it is a little longer than it std e

but it has some nice detail on the outside of ane a
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" that | wanted to keep.
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It was now time to start the painting. | put omef
coat of gunship grey over the whole airframe arhth
started with the two greens. Painting was uneuéntf
and completed in two sessions over two nights. al3ec
where going to be a different issue. | was unéble
find any aftermarket decals for this kit so | haddid
the left over decals | had to try and put together
something. | was now running out of time as | patl
the Herc aside so | could have this at the Northern
wings contest in Edmonton. | was able to put achas
set of markings onto the chopper and put a firzl fl
clear over it all.

It was now the Thursday before the contest when |

finally removed the masking form the windows.

Disaster!!!l The inside of the windows were coviers

red dust from the putty. After cursing the unieels

decided the best plan was to crack the rear ugppgoc

door open and use the airbrush to blow it outaréfully cracked it open and discovered that | plaged tape over the opening
between the cargo area and the cockpit. | dooWwkhy | did this or why it was still there. | uba piece of doweling to try to
poke a hole in the tape so | could grab it and ipolut. Well | ended up knocking the pilots seftit's mount while doing this.

Things were going form bad to worse. Friday sawlinsang up to Edmonton but | had come up with lugon, if only | had the
time to pull it off. | brought the two side windevfrom the replacement clear tree for the CH-5@ce | got to Barry's place |
grabbed his small battery dremel and began thg task of removing the side windows from the cotkpienlarged the opening
till the windows fit in, then using tweezers andam of air, blew out the interior and replacedhets seat. | mounted the
replacement windows but decided to have them svopeg. | then painted the frames to match, almdstught the wrong
dark green, and began the task of weathering.

The one really noticeable difference between thldsi and the newer CH-53E has an ironic twists well all are aware, older
models are covered with raised details, somethiiagis frowned upon by modelers. The newer Acad€iyb3E is all
engraved details, here is the irony, the CH-53scawrered in a million rivets, for once the oldhdadt is more accurate than the
new kit. 1 used my usual method of pastel chadkix of black, white, and brown. | adjust the amioof each to get the look |
want. Less white mixed in for exhaust stains, l@sd black for fuselage weathering, and more whbit¢he upper surfaces. |
have a set of brushes that | only use for the peltdks and have to thank Paul H for showing me tmdo post shading. |
can't seem to get pre-shading to work so havedreliepost shading to get the used look | want.

There are still a few small things that have toaehpleted on this aircraft before | can put ibithte RMMC contest in '08, |
hope it will be well received at the contest. sltikit that | have never seen at a contest inst@te so it should be an eye
catcher, and No it does not transform, althoughm itlainking of attempting a diorama in 1/72 scale.
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One of Murphy’s modeling laws is that new bottlédiquid glue are inherently top heavy, and mush.sp
In order to prevent your glue supplies from invaarity disappearing, the following measure candien.

Make the glue less likely to tip over by insertihg bottle into another container with a larger arate
stable base. | find that coffee flavor tins areBmnough to fit into my workspace and stable i not
tip if the table gets bumped. Cut a circle in piestic lid that lets you push the glue bottlenng. One can
also put some filler material around the bottledaghe can if you wish.
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Cold Month — Cold War. That was the theme forfirst meeting of 2008. And as | write this, | ceertainly agree that this ha
turned into a cold month. But the weather cenjaititl not dampen the enthusiasm of club membersaaie this January in
large numbers. It was good to see some many peopland even some old faces who have been atmsentvhile. Such
meetings are great for generating discussions naustopics, from modelling to hockey and poimtdetween. It's also great
for exchanging tips and information, as Michael @y demonstrated with his impromptu weatheringaémat had the
attention of several members.

With the theme being the Cold War, members were@maged to bring out models
to fit the category, be they new or old builds. dfas always, any model was
welcome whether it fit the month’s topic or notdaamcouple members took
advantage of that too.

Sean Campbell brought out is 1/72 Italeri
“Rent-a-Tank.” His model depicts a
Leopard 1A2 that the Canadian Army in
Europe borrowed from the Germans in
order to familiarize themselves the vehicle
while awaiting delivery of their own
Leopard Cls. Sean completed the model
using the tow cables from the Revell kit, an AeabcC6 GPMG, and Quartermaster’s
Depot decals. The weathering was a combinatidviigfand Tamiya pigments.

Mike Grant had another of his stunning eye catchatghis day. His Xtrakit 1/72 Meteor F.8 is cdeipd as a target tug.

Mike used a resin seat, the belly tank from a Madstkit and his own decals to complete the kitr paints, he turned to a
selection of Gunze and Tamiya colours. Watch foinadepth write up of this “challenging” build an upcoming issue of
Model Airplane International.

Colin Phillips is a prolific builder and broughttou
two kits to display. His 1/72 Revell X-15 was
truly a treat for the eye. He built this kit stght

out of the box, decals and all, and finished itwvit
Testors and Alclad paints. He build a homemade
stand to better show the lines of this graceful
aircraft. Colin’s other out-of-box build was the
1/48 scale MiG-23 from Hobbycraft (Esci). This
kit really shows its age he said, and Colin used a
resin seat and decals from his

spares box to complete this model.

Chris Rees has an affinity for
Gundam kits, and on this
Saturday he brought out is his
latest one. His Strike Noir
Gundam was an easy build for
him, so much so that it needed no
paint or glue. Chris likes these
figures, and this one he calls
particularly cool looking.
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Chris’s dad, Gavin, had a whole flight of helicagten the table to show. All four choppers are8319dale and all come from the
Bell line (is there a theme occurring here?). @dodilt all the kits basically out of the box, ugikM paints to complete them.
Italeri provided the Korean War era Bell 47, anel Yhietnam Kiowa and UH-1D Huey, while the more emtrAH-1S Cobra
came from the Monogram line. But to show thatitiisrests aren't all earth bound, Gavin also had7& Hawk space ship
based on the 1970s TV show “Space 1999” out. Ahfix kit was given to him half finished, and itag up to him to bring it up
to show standard. | think he made.

Massimo Santarossa was another multi-kit displayeh, his Cold War F-4J(UK) Phantom and an up tg Barocopter EC-120.
The former has been out to the club before, beinly foom the 1/72 Fujimi kit with the addition oésin exhausts and photo
etched details. Massimo even cut open the speg@bifor some extra appeal. The helicopter wagmbigta commissioned
build for a member of the Calgary Police Servidesiait. The model is in fact a 1/32 scale degkdisplay model, and it was
Massimo’s job to complete it as Hawcs 1. For bHdsused MM paints and Alps printed decals he desidgnmself. By all
reports, its new owner is very please with theltssu
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Fast and maneuverable, reliable, easy to manu&aetul service, and available in a wide selectiogpetial-duty variants, the
Sherman was the most successful primary Alliedldatink during WW?2. Light armour and exploitableak spots made
Shermans easy targets for German tanks with thpersor guns, but superior designs were no matciméss production; many
German tank commanders remarked that the biggebtgm with the Sherman was that every time thewhdae up, two more
would take its place.

But no tank crew was willing to sacrifice themselas targets and crews improvised makeshift artmouncrease their chanceg
of survival. The German guns still had a longarge and the allies needed a solution - fast. Jdiation was to simply replace
the 75mm cannon with a British 17 pound gun, a gkarequiring a redesigned turret. Once modifib&sé new tanks,
christened ‘Fireflys’ were able to attack and kiitter armoured German Panzer Vs and IVs. Evemdbasional Tiger | fell
victim. Some 2,200 Fireflys were converted or thlilit they were only a small fraction of the Shans 50,000+ production.

The Kit:

For some reason the smaller scales have been okeddy armour modelers for decades. In the lasple years 1/7% scale
has exploded, while Tamiya has slowly begun adiht/48" scale subjects.

Looking at the boxes, and knowing that | was rugront of display space, | felt an increasing ui@start on Tamiya’'s smaller
tank models. Naturally | was drawn to the Sherrkigs) (German stuff does very little for me), spegifly the lower costing
Firefly IC.

Inside the box there’s basically an M4 Sherman witiew turret, longer barrel and numerous pieceppfiqué armour plating.
Everything is molded in olive green plastic. Foyton bushings are included, as is a pre-primedahietver hull. Why metal
you might ask? | asked myself that too but foumel answer in a magazine ad. According to Tamigantietal hull adds “a
satisfying weight.” Funny, I've never been undais with the weight of any of my plastic modelskit

A small decal sheet is included with markings fauartet of British subjects.
Construction:
| started by working on the main hull. Becauseesaldifferent Sherman kits share the same spyees] have to be careful in

choosing the correct pieces. Since | just want8tierman on my shelf, | opted to close all thelidgand limit my detailing to
only what's included in the kit. From what I'veese aftermarket in this scale is still quite lintite
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The worst part of the construction was gettingattached to the metal hull. Because of therdik®si materials super glue hasg
to be used, but that means there’s no time to altoviine adjustments in fit. | had to be very efa when getting the front
mantel installed. Tamiya has also convenientlgdtien (as with all their Sherman kits) that Sherrhalls were closed above
the tracks.

One of the nice things Tamiya includes is longpstiof track links. | hated the thought of haviogptece together hundreds df
links, so these long pieces are a god-send. Ohehais to remove the seam line along the edgesjrestall them. Smaller
pieces can be positioned to close the full loope @ownside is that there are a lot of ejectompémks on the inside. | didn't fill
these.

Painting and Markings:

It's a tank — so that means it's green. | decitted | wanted to try a little pre-shading and sdrby painting the recesses ard
weld lines with Polly Scale German Night Blackthén had to find a match for the Dark Green usedhbyBritish — it's not
Olive Drab. After lots of searching on the interrend looking at photos, | opted for one modelstggestion and used the
same dark Green used by the RAF. The paint waseddpy airbrush, leaving a splotchy, uneven pattehile keeping some of
the black visible in the shadows and crevassesasl quite happy with the way the pre-shading arelven Dark Green really
helped break up what would have otherwise beemaurgnteresting green brick.




The forward half of the barrel was masked and sgtayith thinned flat white. A slightly differenhade of green (I think it was|
Imperial Japanese Navy Green) brushed over thbdtip Some tank crews camouflaged their longerdbaiby painting the end
a light colour. That's what this represents.

With the basic paint work finished, | sprayed thed®l with Future floor wax and applied the decalkich | chose because o
their size and colour. Another coat of Future sgdahem, then | was able to flat coat everythidgcombination of thinned
brown paint, and lightly airbrushed Polly Scale otdhcrete ‘dust’ weathered the model enough fotastes.

The tracks were painted Polly Scale Grimy Blackntlry-brushed and washed with brown and dark dréaen airbrushed the
inside of the tracks with old concrete because dineg were assembled | knew | wouldn’t be abledbigside there.

Final Construction:

Part way through painting, | discovered a mistaktee-gun wouldn't fit the turret. At first | thohgl’d been in a rush and glueq
the mantle in place wrong, but that piece is keged the half-moon tab couldn’t be wrong. Nopéuyihs out | glued the gizmo
inside the turret in upside down. The fix wouldanébreaking the turret apart, so | opted to casefult the tab off the back of
the barrel and reattached it, turned the opposate vi6o much for actually reading the instructions.

The tools on the rear hull were carefully hand fmirand weathered, as were the headlights anigjlts]

Test fitting also showed that the rear of the upipelt wasn't sitting properly on the main supporaésd looking closer, |
discovered that two of the parts installed on thar tbulkhead where interfering. | don’t know witla¢y were, but a courss
sanding stick, a couple minutes and some testitiggiremoved some excess material without affgctite model’s appearance

With everything painted, the last step was to ihstee lengths of plastic tracks. Because flexdimas needed to make fing]
adjustments, Tamiya liquid cement was used. Urdikger glue, this afforded me some time to twealptrts until they fit.

Conclusions:

Well it certainly looks like a Sherman. And I'mpyy with my first armour model — especially thermigob. There’s certainly a
need for Tamiya to fill the holes in the undersidehe hull, and I'd like to see all plastic congttion rather than the gimmickyj
metal hull.

That said, if you're interested in starting a snaathour collection without taking up too much rocand don't already have 3
collection in 1/38, then maybe Tamiya’s 1/48scale line is for you. Ill be looking at buildintheir regular M4A1 kits
sometime soon.




